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FOREWORD ON CORE VALUES

What are core-values? Why do we need them? Can’t we just stick to the teachings of
the Bible or the traditions of the church? What is the purpose of writing them down
and making them known to the whole EFCA? Will they be simply forgotten and
ignored as time goes by? How can we be sure that the articulation, formulation and
proposition of core-values would not turn out to be a mere academic exercise? Can we
do or succeed just as well without any statement of core-values? These are among the
many questions that occupied the minds of all the leaders gathered at the one-day
Strategic Planning Retreat on 29 October 2005.

As you can expect, with nearly 30 persons present, initially there were as many ideas
and opinions as there were pastors, deacons and leaders participating on that day.
Nevertheless, like peeling the layers of an onion until we can peel no more, we finally
succeeded in drafting what we believe represent the core beliefs of the EFCA.

Then they were further fine-tuned by the entire pastoral team over a few weeks,
translated into Chinese with the help of brother Yiu-Nam Chan in fine-tuning the
translation, and approved by the Board at the meeting of 30 April 2006. Now that we
have the finished product, so to speak, the journey of putting teeth, feet and heart into
our core-values has only just begun. In other words, it is one thing to identify and
express what we earnestly believe the EFCA should be doing. It is quite another thing
we actually do what we say we will do.



Therefore, it behoves us to read, ponder and understand what the core-values mean to
us both individually and corporately. It also challenges and requires us to do our part
in making our core-values a vital, concrete and dynamic part of our vision in
becoming a 1000-strong church by A.D. 2010.

In essence, our core-values identify who we are as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ;
they reveal what we should be doing in being the Church, the Body of Christ, in the
midst of a crooked and twisted generation; they enable us to hold each other
accountable to God for what we say we will do.

God forbids that our actions speak so much louder than our words that the world
cannot hear what we are saying!

EFCA CORE VALUES (that manifest our mission)

In the light of our MISSION and VISION, the following VALUES grip us as we
reflect and pray over our particular circumstances and constituency as a church in
Sydney and beyond at this time in redemptive history.
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GROWING UPWARD (B # ik #)

Worship
“The Church exists to glorify God

We believe we are called to join God the Father in magnifying the supremacy of His
glory through our Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit by treasuring all
that God is, loving all whom He loves, praying for all His purposes, meditating on all
His Word, sustained by all His grace. (Ps 86:12; Isa 48:9-11; Phil 2:10-11; 1 Tim
1:17)

Therefore, we are to give God the honour, praise and glory that He is worth in our
daily lives as we offer ourselves as living sacrifices and in regular corporate worship
to express our passion for the supremacy of God by God's leading to develop fresh
expression of this passion that allow for a more focused and free lingering of love in
the presence of the Lord, reflect musically the diversity of our congregation and our
culture, and interweave the values of intense God-centeredness and more personal
ministry to each other in the power of the Holy Spirit. (Deut 6:13; Ps 100, 150; Mt
22:37-39; Rom 12:1-2; Heb 13:15-16)
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Prayer
“Al'l things in |ife characterised

We believe that prayer is a way of life for all believers and, through constant
repentance and confession of sins, is essential in building our intimate relationship
with Christ. (Mt 6:12; Jn 15:5, 7, 16:23-27; Phil 4:6-7; 1 Thess 5:16-18; 1 Jn 1:9)

Therefore, we seek through prayer, both individually and corporately, God’s direction
and strength to complete the ministries and actions He has given us. In making prayer
the visible engine of all our efforts in ministry and worship, we seek to pray
frequently, freely, deeply and powerfully in church, family and individual prayer.
(Dan 6:10, 9:1-19; Mt 7:7-8, 9:37-38, 18:19-20; Acts 2:42, 12:5; Jas 4:2-3; 1 Jn 5:14-
15)
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GROWING INWARD (¥ EEE)

Discipleship
“Radical discipleship exalts the

We believe we are called to always be with Jesus, to obey the Great Commandment
and be equipped and sent by Him to fulfil the Great Commission. (Mk 3:13-15, 12:30-
31)

Therefore as Jesus’ followers, we grow in our knowledge, character and using our
spiritual gifts to make disciples for Christ in all age spectrums through a strong
attention to bringing children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord, a
spiritually dynamic youth ministry that equips teenagers for courageous Christianity,
the indispensable role of teachers and parents to impart biblical truth to the mind and
the indispensable role of the Holy Spirit to awaken love for truth in the heart and the
study of sound biblical doctrines so that we will not be children in our thinking but
rather being people who are humble and teachable before the Word of God, always
growing and being refined in our grasp of God's truth and grace. (Deut 6:6-9; Lk
14:26-27; Jn 16:12-15; 1 Cor 14:20; Eph 4:11-13)
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GROWING OUTWARD (GE HH E &)
Fellowship

“The Church either glows in authenti
club!”

We believe the cry of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of our people is for a fresh, decisive
emphasis on relationships of love. (Eph 3:10-21; Rev 2:4-5)

Therefore, we eagerly embrace God's call for new, visible manifestations of love
toward each other, our guests and our neighbours and building strong marriages that
model the relationship between Christ and the Church. Thus, as the body of Christ,
we are to be united, loving, forgiving and to be a community of servants. Through
fellowship, which happens best in small groups, we will be transformed by God and
present our lives unreservedly to Christ and lovingly share and care for each other.
(Mt 22:37-39; Acts 2:44-47, 5:42, 20:20; Eph 4:1-6; Rom 12:1-2; 1 Jn 1:1-4)



L
AEE  IASRKEREE, EXREFTMEE! o

. ( 3:10-21; 2:4-5)

. (0 22:37-
39; 2:44-47,5:42,20:20; 4:1-6; 12:1-2; 1:1-4)

Mission
“The Church meswoebdngeli sewi hl f ossi

We believe lost people matter to God and therefore ought to matter to the church. (Mt
9:35-38; Lk 14-15; 2 Pet 3:9)

Therefore, we obey our Lord’s Great Commission via continuous evangelism through
our natural web of relationships, sustained commitment to the task of world
evangelisation, empowering church members to be salt and light at all levels of
society, equipping them to disciple new converts that God brings forth, aggressive
participation in completing the global task of reaching unreached peoples, becoming a
sending church and increasing in prayer, personnel and funding for our adopted
people groups that the Lord leads us to adopt.(Mt 5:13-16, 28:19-20; Acts 1:8, 13:1-3)
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Leadership
“The Church goes as far as the | eader

We believe leadership is living a life of Christ-likeness, feeding, protecting and
leading the church in obeying the Great Commandment and fulfilling the Great
Commission of Our Lord. (Rom 12:7-8; 1 Cor 11:1; Eph 4:11-13)

Therefore, servant-leaders are entrusted by God and called to intentional leadership
development and bringing out all the strengths of church members in fulfilling the
Great Commandment and the Great Commission. Servant-leadership is characterized
by humility and not superiority of power or position. (Mk 10:35-45; 1 Tim 3:1-9,
4:10-16; 2 Tim 2:2; 1 Pet 5:1-4)
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Stewardship

“Every Christian ought to be a faith
service of God."

We believe stewardship is the generous exercise of our spiritual gifts, abilities and
resources in the service of God and the Church. (Exod 35:4-29, 36:4-7; 1 Pet 4:10-11)

Therefore, our responsibility as stewards in every sphere of life necessitates the
regular attention of the church leaders, whom through ongoing stewardship education,
challenges every church member to the proper, constant use of spiritual gifts and
excellence in using their abilities, and giving generously, cheerfully, sacrificially and
regularly to the mission and ministries of the church to the glory of God. (Mt 25:34-
36; Lk 16:10-13; 1 Cor 12, 14; 2 Cor 8:1-6, 9:6-15; Phil 4:8; Col 3:22-23; 1 Tim
6:17-19)

10



NSEEEf RERGFNIALER. F8H8B B
Hh , AREHEBR. o
. ( 35:4-29, 36:4-7; 4:10-11)
. ( 25:34-36; 16:10-13; 12,

14, 8:1-6, 9:6-15; 4:8; 3:22-23; 6:17-19)

Ministry
“Ministry in and beyond the church ma

We believe as members of the church we are to manifest our commitment and love for
God through doing sacrificial deeds of joyful service to our fellow Christians and our
neighbours in accordance to the spiritual gifts given to us. (Mt 22:37-39; Mk 10:42-
45; Jn 13:13-16)

Therefore we begin with the spiritual shepherding by pastors, deaconal care of all our
people and sustained ministries of word and deed to the poor and needy. (Lev 19:10;
Deut 15:7-11; Ps 140:12; Lk 4:18-19, 9:46-48, 12:32-34; 19:8-10; 2 Cor 9:6-15;
Eph 2:10; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 1 Pet 5:1-5)
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